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The Pine Island Ridge is a historical site. Not only was it part of the original Everglades system, but it was also

a place of refuge for the Seminoles during the Second and Third Seminole Wars. In the 1860s, it became the

largest Seminole Camp in Florida.

As you walk around the ridge, imagine yourself back in the 1800s. The Everglades surrounded you on all sides

of the ridge. There was an abundance of wildlife back then ïalligators, egrets, herons, ibises, sparrows, wood

storks, snakes, frogs, and the Florida panther.

Be sure to check out all 8 of our educational boards placed along the sidewalk.

WELCOME TO THE PINE ISLAND RIDGE
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Pine Island Ridge is the highest point in Broward County at 29 feet above sea level. The Pine Island

Ridge once stretched from I-595 down to Orange Avenue. It was once part of the old Ridge and Slough

area of the historic Everglades. It now contains 102.2 acres of upland hardwood forest. The ridges in the

Everglades watershed were revealed when ocean waters receded off the land.

These historical island ridges were higher than the water level and the Seminoles used them from the

1820s to the early 1900s for housing, growing crops, and ceremonies. These ridges even provided refuge

for the Seminoles during the Second and Third Seminole Wars. After the Third Seminole War, Pine Island

Ridge became the largest Seminole camp.

HISTORICAL RIDGES OF THE EVERGLADES
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PINE ISLAND RIDGE & THE SEMINOLES
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The Third Seminole War - 1855 to 1858

In 1855, pressure again was put on the Seminoles to relocate to the Seminole

reservation in Oklahoma. They refused and the Third Seminole War began.

Thousands of Army soldiers patrolled the Everglades searching for Seminole hideouts,

one being located on Pine Island Ridge. Small skirmishes happened, but no large battles

ensued.

In 1858, Seminole Chief Billy Bowlegs was forced to relocate to the Seminole

Reservation in Oklahoma. However, a small number of the Seminoles refused to give up

their land and remained on the ridge. In the end, no more than 100 remained at Pine

Island Ridge, where they remained until the draining of the Everglades in the early

1900s.

The Second Seminole War - 1835 to 1842

As many Indigenous tribes were being deported to the west because of the Indian Removal Act,

Seminole and Mikasuki resisted deportation to Oklahoma.

On December 28, 1835, the Seminoles, under the leadership of Sam Jones aka ñAbiakaòbegan

the Second Seminole War to fight for their freedom. The Battle of Okeechobee in 1837 and two

battles at Loxahatchee River in 1838 included thousands of Army troops against hundreds of

Seminole warriors.

The Seminoles then moved down to the Everglades and set up residence on the island ridges,

one of them being Pine Island Ridge. Here, they would continue fighting with U.S. troops until the

summer of 1842.

Sadly, over 3,000 Seminoles were sent to live at the Oklahoma Seminole Reservation. However,

there were around 500 Seminoles who remained and continued to live at the Pine Island Ridge.

Model 1816 Springfield Musket 
the most used gun by both the Seminoles & Mikasuki 

and U.S. troops and the during the wars 
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PINE ISLAND RIDGE AND THE SEMINOLE WARS
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